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Armistice Day
Armistice Day 2020 Recap (/take-action/armistice-day/2020recap)

Help Us Celebrate Armistice Day 2021!
Over one hundred years ago the world celebrated peace as a universal principle. The �rst World War had
just ended and nations mourning their dead collectively called for an end to all wars.  Armistice Day was
born and was designated as “a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter
celebrated."

After World War II, the U.S. Congress decided to rebrand November 11 as Veterans Day. Honoring the
warrior quickly morphed into honoring the military and glorifying war. Armistice Day was �ipped from a day
for peace into a day for displays of militarism.

Veterans For Peace has taken the lead in lifting up the original intention of November 11th – as a day for
peace. As veterans we know that a day that celebrates peace, not war, is the best way to honor the sacri�ces
of veterans. We want generations after us to never know the destruction war has wrought on people and the
earth.

Veterans For Peace has been celebrating Armistice Day almost since the organization's inception, with a few
chapters doing yearly events. Since 2008, with the passing of an o�cial Veterans For Peace resolution
(https://www.veteransforpeace.org/index.php/download_�le/view/2664/1045), it became a VFP national
e�ort. Each year, chapters across the country "Reclaim Armistice Day" by pushing the celebration of peace
into the national conversation on Veterans Day.

Veterans For Peace is calling on everyone to stand up for peace this Armistice Day. More than ever, the world faces a critical moment. Tensions are heightened
around the world and the U.S. is engaged militarily in multiple countries, without an end in sight.  Here at home we have seen the increasing militarization of
our police forces and brutal crackdowns on dissent and people’s uprisings against state power. We must press our government to end reckless military
interventions that endanger the entire world. We must build a culture of peace.

  (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/armistice-day/armistice-day-recap-2019)

History of Armistice Day

 (https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetdayhistory.asp)

Kellogg Briand Pact

 (https://history.state.gov/milestones/1921-1936/kellogg)
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day-tv)

1. Fly the VFP �ag from your yard
2. Download & hang the Armistice Day Sign

(https://www.veteransforpeace.org/�les/9216/0088/6147/Final_AD_Poster_PDF.pdf) from your window (see image below): Hang the sign from
your front window, or anywhere else you feel it would be most visible to others. Click the in the sidebar to download and print!

3. Tune in to Armistice Day TV (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/armistice-day/armistice-day-tv)! Veterans For Peace will stream 11
hours of Reclaim Armistice programming on November 11th through our Twitch channel (https://www.twitch.tv/veteransforpeace) hosted by the VFP
initiative Gamers For Peace (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/gamers-peace). 

4. Host a virtual peace vigil with your local peace groups: Call together your members and supporters by hosting a virtual action on Zoom. If you
choose to meet in person this year, please wear masks and practice social distancing at your action. You can read the proclamation at your vigil and ring
11 bells for peace, as we do most years. Be sure to send us any photos of your action!

5. Ring 11 bells for peace: Make it a community e�ort! Reach out to local churches, community centers, and schools to ring their bells at 11am. Here is
a sample outreach letter (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/�les/6014/1469/9631/chap27letter.pdf) from Chapter 27.

6. Host a car caravan for peace: Pick a route and drive by your capital building or mayor's o�ce: Call your members and supporters out together,
decorate your cars and bring your VFP �ags to organize a drive-by action celebrating Armistice Day as a day of peace.

7. Take action to end forever wars. Urge your senator to repeal the AUMF (https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/2002aumf/index.html) (Authorization
for the Use of Military Force), and demand Congress address Pentagon waste and excess
(https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/peopleoverpentagon/index.html).

8. Send letters to the editor: Write from the heart and tell them why you’re a veteran for peace and why you celebrate Armistice Day. If your OpEd or LTE
is featured, please send us the link so we can share it!

9. In the days leading up to Armistice Day, take part in the People's Summit for Climate Justice (https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/peoples-summit-for-
climate-justice-tickets-182897339867) (Nov 7-10).

10. Submit a proclamation to your city council: Reach out to your mayor, city council member, or county supervisor to create city and
county proclamations in support of Armistice Day. Click here to view sample proclamation templates
(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DFB9uP1I4VjygAImBbR3xIjbZiPdUWqcllBvsj2835U/edit?usp=sharing).

11. Share the Liturgy of the Bells!: The Liturgy of the Bells (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/armistice-day/elegy-bells-litany-bells) is a great
opportunity to reach out to local houses of worship to commemorate Armistice Day. 

Click the image below to download & print the VFP Armistice Day poster!

 (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/�les/9216/0088/6147/Final_AD_Poster_PDF.pdf)

Reclaiming Armistice Day: A Day to Perpetuate Peace (https://www.commondreams.org/views/2018/09/30/reclaiming-armistice-day-day-perpetuate-
peace)
Remembering Armistice Day (/index.php/download_�le/view/3047) (Page 5)
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Use these sample tweets for Twitter:

@VFPNational will ring 11 bells this year to remember #ArmisticeDay, a day of #Peace
#VeteransDay, originally #ArmisticeDay
Remember #ArmisticeDay as a day of #Peace. #VeteransDay #VeteransForPeace
#ArmisticeDay: A reminder of the day leaders came together to end WWI - “war to end all wars” #VeteransForPeace
#ArmisticeDay began in 1918 to celebrate the end of World War I & the idea of ending all war. #VeteransForPeace

At the State Capitol, Bells Toll for Peace (https://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article183787821.html) - Roger Ehrlich
On Armistice Day, Let’s Celebrate Peace (https://progressive.org/op-eds/on-armistice-day-let-us-celebrate-peace/) - Kathy Kelly
2016 Letters to the Editor (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/pressroom/news/2016/11/16/armistice-day-letters-editors)
Why doesn't the US observe Armistice Day? We're more comfortable with war than peace
(https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/nov/11/us-observe-armistice-day-more-comfortable-war-than-peace)
Armistice Day Has Morphed Into Veterans Day* (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/who-we-are/member-highlights/2015/11/12/armistice-day-has-
morphed-veterans-day-thank-you-your-servic)
A Veteran Remembers (http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article15587.htm) - Howard Zinn
Reclaim Armistice Day and Honor the Real Heroes
(https://www.veteransforpeace.org/�les/3114/1566/8563/reclaim_armistice_day_and_honor_the_heroes.pdf) - Arnold “Skip” Oliver
Why Not Armistice Day? (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/who-we-are/member-highlights/2015/11/16/why-not-armistice-day-rory-fanning) - Rory
Fanning
Armistice Day Poem (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/who-we-are/member-highlights/2016/11/11/armistice-day-poem-fred-norman-ch-162) - Fred
Norman
A Poem for My Children’s Teachers on Veteran’s Day 2015 (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/who-we-are/member-highlights/2015/11/13/poem-my-
childrens-teachers-veterans-day-2015)

Download and Print VFP Resources
VFP Armistice Day Statement (https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1Ty704R7_wvxxLjUDvMmzkHlzB9gvAQOI/view?usp=sharing)
11 Things to do on the 11th (https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1ZDgJPjSYRfg_8nptEG7Iv0W6qCXRwpg5/view?usp=sharing)
Double Sided Half Page Handout (https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1eh-YZTYD1iKgxLrRDyI8u19dLRKyUC3l/view?usp=sharing)

View Resources From Our Chapters
“Elegy of the Bells / Litany of the Bells” (/take-action/armistice-day/elegy-bells-litany-bells)
VFP Chapter 27 - 2018 Brochure (/index.php/download_�le/view/3020)
Chapter 27 Day of Peace Postcard (/index.php/download_�le/view/3074) 
Smedley Butler Armistice Day Notice (/index.php/download_�le/view/3048)
Santa Cruz Chapter Armistice Proclamation (/index.php/download_�le/view/3075)

If you have a resource that you would like us to add to this page, please email samantha@veteransforpeace.org.

(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeTg5H2ocA73iP2C0veOPcJfHrWNRXbOYhVypBgFH8kgPkCw/viewform?usp=sf_link)

*All events will take place Thursday Nov. 11 unless otherwise noted*

Washington, DC 
Date/Time: 9 AM to 3 PM ET 
Location: Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall

Members from multiple states plan on meeting at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall and then moving across the Mall towards the U.S. Capitol to observe Armistice Day as Veterans For
Peace. If you are interested in joining, please email samantha@veteransforpeace.org to receive contact information of the event organizer.

Chapter 001 - Maine

Date/Time: 9:30am - 11:30am EST 
Location: Monument Square in Portland, Maine

Chapter 1 will gather with their Armistice Day banner, VFP �ags, and brochures/�yers at Monument Square where the traditional parade will pass by. At 11:00am the church bells will ring
eleven times, and we'll kneel to recognize the true costs of war and the need for world peace. 
Contact: Doug Rawlings (rawlings@maine.edu)
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Chapter 23 - Rochester, NY 
Date/Time: 10:00 - 11:30 AM EST  
Location: Pedestrian overpass, Veterans Memorial Bridge, Route 104 and Maplewood Dr., Rochester, NY,

For the third consecutive year members of VFP, Chapter 023 will be bannering and demonstrating with a Reclaim Armistice Day banner and U.S. and VFP �ags by the Veterans Memorial
Bridge, at the Genesee River in Rochester, New York.  At 11:00 AM we will ring bells to mark the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month when the guns went silent and the Armistice
went into a�ect ending ":The Great War."

The Veterans Memorial Bridge was completed and dedicated in 1931 and named at the request of the Gold Star Mothers to honor those who served and died in the "Great War" from
Rochester.  Contact: Rev James Swarts (jlswarts@frontiernet.net)

Chapter 27 - Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
Date/Time: Walk begins at 8:00 a.m., program at 10:30 a.m. 
Location: View location details here (https://www.facebook.com/VeteransForPeaceChapter27Minneapolis/posts/2065188836994149)

At 8 a.m. those participating in the walk will be sent on their way by Lucia Wilkes-Smith, Peace Activist/Educator, and long time former resident of the neighborhood near the Memorial. 
The walk begins with a moment of silence, particularly noting the line where the �agpole casts a shadow at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month each year. Watch the video
here (https://www.facebook.com/VeteransForPeaceChapter27Minneapolis/videos/908102596510686/).

The walk will take attendees to the Veterans Memorial where the Remembrance will begin at 10:30. 

If you would like to attend, please �nd more details here (https://www.facebook.com/VeteransForPeaceChapter27Minneapolis/posts/2065188836994149).

Chapter 35 - Spokane WA 
Date/Time: 11:00 am PT 
Location: 35 W. Main, Spokane, WA 99201

Chapter 35 will participate in a bell ringing followed by address by chapter V.P. George Taylor and open mic on the topic of Armistice Day and Veterans For Peace. 
Contact: Rusty Nelson (rustereo@hotmail.com)

Chapter 46 - Monterey, CA 
Date/Time: November 11th, 10:30am PST 
Location: Window on the Bay

Tabling, bell ringing, w/The Monterey Peace Community

Chapter 50 - Downtown Traverse City, MI 
Date/Time: Noon 

Chapter 50 will participate in an Armistice Day march through downtown. 
Contact: Tim Keenan (timkeenan@live.com) 

Chapter 56 - Humboldt Bay, CA 
Date/Time:  11:11:11 AM PT 
Location: Abbey of the Redwoods, McKinleyville CA
 
Attendees will read a proclamation about reclaiming Armistice Day followed by ringing of church bells by all present.
Contact: Thomas Cockle (tcockle@suddenlink.net)

Chapter 63 - Albuquerque, NM (Donald and Sally-Alice Thompson Chapter)
 
VFP Chapter 63 has again been asked by the United Veterans Council of New Mexico to open the annual Veterans Day ceremony at the NM Veterans Memorial by ringing the Armistice
bell.

Chapter 89 - Nashville, TN 
Date/Time: 11am CT 
Location: Local Veterans Day Parade

Chapter 89 will march in Nashville's Veterans Day parade. They will do what they can to reclaim while surrounded by Nashville's salute to militarism, the parade will also include sons of
the confederacy.  
Contact: Jim Wohlgemuth (703) 403-6135

Chapter 90 - Binhamton, NY (Stu Naismith Chapter) 
Date/Time: 11am ET & 4pm ET 
Location(s): First Congregational Church / Cornell University

Stu Naismith Chapter 90 will celebrate Armistice Day at two venues. At 11 AM at First Congregational Church in Binghamton, NY, they will do their annual bell ringing with an open
microphone for anyone to speak to the day. Their annual Armistice Day cemetery on the church law along Main St. (100 tombstones representing Vietnamese, Iraqi, and Afghan dead and
the corresponding 1 tombstone for American dead as symbolic of our imperial domination e�orts) will be held o� until next year. Right after our 11 AM event about ten members will
drive to Cornell University where the Chapter 90 exhibit of Americans Who Tell the Truth (https://www.americanswhotellthetruth.org/) (with portraits by Maine Artist Robert Shetterly) is
open for students and the general public to view. At 4 PM on Armistice Day, 2021, Robert Shetterly and Jack Gilroy of Chapter 90 & Broome County Peace Action will unveil Shetterly's
most recent portrait--Daniel Hale.  
Contact: Jack Gilroy (jgilroy1955@gmail.com)

Chapter 92 - Seattle, WA 
Date/Time: 10am 
Location: Auburn, Seattle ,Washington
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VFP 92 and other chapters will gather for their 15th Veterans/Armistice Day Parade in Auburn WA and also assemble for bells ringing at St James Cathedral, Seattle to listen to church bells
ringing 11 times on the 11th day of the 11th month to commemorate the victims of all wars and pass out Peace Poppies to remember the dead.

Chapter 93 - Ann Arbor, MI 
Date/Time: Thursday, November 11th, 11am until dusk 
Location: Veterans Park, Maple and Jackson Roads

Arlington Michigan Display

Memorial display of one marker for every Michigan soldier lost in the Iraq and Afghan wars (230 markers). The purpose of this display is to honor those who have fallen, to provide a
place to grieve, and to educate the public about the costs of war, as well as the needs of those returning from con�icts. Peace ceremony at 11am. 

Details here (http://www.vfp93.org) or here (http://www.facebook.com/VFP93), or call (734) 487-9058.

Chapter 99 - Western North Carolina 
Date/Time: 10AM-11AM+ Eastern 
Location: Elder & Sage Community Gardens. Downtown Asheville

The event will feature readings, live music, tabling and fellowship in peace, culminating in eleven peals of the bells from the tower of the Basilica of Saint Lawrence nearby.
Contact: Gerry Werhan (gwerhan@gmail.com)

Chapter 100 - Juneau AK 
Date/Time: 10:45am 
Location: Capitol Building on 4th Street

Chapter 100 will observe Armistice Day this Thursday, November 11th, with a short program starting at 10:45 and ringing of the bell at the Capitol Building on 4th Street at 11:00am. The
public is invited to attend and join in the ringing of the bell. Masks and social distancing are encouraged. Facebook Event page (https://www.facebook.com/events/419767209714538/?
ref=newsfeed).

 

Chapter 102 - Milwaukee, WI 
Date/Time: 7-8:30pm CT 
Location: Milwaukee City Hall Rotunda / Register to watch virtually (https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YTiGYxCZSOaslge3GZO9kw)

Our 15th annual Armistice Day event, to reclaim Nov. 11 as a day to promote world peace, not celebrate war. After a virtual event in 2020, we are happy to invite you to join us at our
traditional location, the rotunda of historic Milwaukee City Hall. You can also watch via Zoom webinar by registering here
(https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YTiGYxCZSOaslge3GZO9kw).

Speakers: Kathy Kelly and Clayborn Benson. Two musical acts - Frogwater and Harvey Taylor - will perform. All welcome. Free public event. Masks required

Facebook Event Page (https://www.facebook.com/events/387970912749360/)

Chapter 105 - Baltimore, MD 
Date/Time: 2pm EDT 
Location: War Memorial steps, Baltimore, MD

Chapter 105 will participate in a vigil and bannering on the steps of the War Memorial. 
Contact Ellen Bar�eld (ellene4pj@yahoo.com) 

VFP Chapter 110 and 067 (Long Beach, CA) 
Date/Time: 10:30am PT 
Location: Valparaiso Plaza (South 18th Pl, Long Beach, CA)

Veterans For Peace, Military Families Speak Out, and the South Coast Interfaith Council are coming together to commemorate Armistice with a march from Valparaiso Plaza to the Lone
Sailor Memorial at Blu� Park. View the route map here
(https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Valparaiso+Plaza,+1+S+18th+Pl,+Long+Beach,+CA+90802/Lone+Sailor+Memorial,+E+Ocean+Blvd,+Long+Beach,+CA+90803/@33.762879,-118.1656323,16
118.1664831!2d33.7637298!1m5!1m1!1s0x80dd31ab2a01e173:0xd5b8d6a28febb87f!2m2!1d-118.1561351!2d33.7615487!3e2).

Chapter 113 - Hawai'i 
Date/Time: 12pm High Noon 
Location: State Capitol Building, Berentania Street, Honolulu

Attendees will wave signs and read Armistice materials 
Contact Ann Wright (annw1946@gmail.com)

Chapter 119 - St Petersburg, FL 
Date/Time: 10:30 to 11:30AM EST 
Location: Williams Park,  Veterans Memorial, St Petersburg, FL

Chapter 119 invites Veterans, local politicians and citizens to an Armistice/Veterans Day observance. They will have an invocation, and readings of poems, an essay by Kurt Vonnegut, and
song. Then they will observe a minute of silence at 11:11 AM when the sound of cannons ceased �ring with the playing of Taps. Facebook event page
(https://www.facebook.com/events/3015934678696495). 
Contact: Jay Alexander (727 - 324-3585, jayalexus@yahoo.com/jayalexus57@gmail.com)

Chapter 133 - Western Montana 
Date/Time: 11AM MT 
Location: Missoula MT St of MT Vietnam Veterans Monument
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Chapter 133 will host an Armistice Day Remembrance as they have done for several years. 
Contact: John Garrity (licorice@bigsky.net) 

 

Quick Links
Join Veterans For Peace (/donate/join-renew)
Renew Your Membership (/donate/renew-your-membership)
Donate (https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/donatevfp)
Vehicle Donations (http://www.v-dac.com/org?id=01-0415961)
VFP Bylaws (/who-we-are/governance/bylaws)
VFP Passed Resolutions (/who-we-are/governance/vfp-resolutions)
Request Your Military Service Records (http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/)
Store (https://shopvfp.org/)
Find A Chapter (/!trash/�nd-a-chapter)
Start A Chapter (/archive/start-a-chapter)
Chapter Contacts (/index.php/download_�le/view/2580)
Powell's Books (https://www.powells.com/partnerbookshelf?p_bkslv&partnerid=36742&bookShelfID=3282)
Recent Newsletter (/index.php/download_�le/view/3199)
Application for Travel Outreach Fund (http://org.salsalabs.com/o/826/p/salsa/web/questionnaire/public/?questionnaire_KEY=1826)

Contact Us
Veterans For Peace 
3407 S. Je�erson Ave, #219 
St. Louis MO 63118 (https://www.google.com/maps/place/3407+S+Je�erson+Ave+%23219,+St.+Louis,+MO+63118)

vfp@veteransforpeace.org (mailto:vfp@veteransforpeace.org) or  
feedback@veteransforpeace.org (mailto:feedback@veteransforpeace.org) 
(314) 725-6005 (tel:+13147256005) (o�ce) 
(314) 227-1981 (fax)

A�liates & Allies
About Face: Veterans Against the War (https://aboutfaceveterans.org/)
Courage to Resist (http://www.couragetoresist.org/)
GI Rights Hotline (http://girightshotline.org/en/)
Iraqi Student Project (http://www.iraqistudentproject.org/)
Military Families Speak Out (http://mfso.org/)
The National Network Opposing the Militarization of Youth (NNOMY) (http://nnomy.org/index.php?lang=es)
National Priorities Project (http://nationalpriorities.org/)
Peace Poles for Schools (https://m.facebook.com/PeacePolesForSchools/)
Service Women's Action Network (SWAN) (http://servicewomen.org/)
Stop These Wars (http://www.stopthesewars.org/)
United National Antiwar Coalition (http://unacpeace.org/)
Vietnam Veterans Against the War (http://www.vvaw.org/)

VFP is a 501(c)3 organization. 
All contributions are tax deductible.
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